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- Senebor Morse:

. democracy, they will vote demoératio,
_if it becomes meceasary on ootasion to tolers

-
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For tHie New Teader, a liberal, milttantly

' antl-Communist biweekly with a strong be-

TuE “VierNam Lozay"

:"': " (By Robett Scheer and Warren Hh"lckla)

Among the atncki of wood-baseéd engrav-
tngs filed In dustry pyramlds ‘10 . the . New
Leader's editorial offices iy a generously-slzed

 full-faced reproduction’of.the late Ngo Dinh
. Dilem. S PR ‘

. 'The typed label on the back that uaed' o
identify Dlem as “Vietnam's Demooratic Al-
ternative” has been torn off. The.steel plate

" 33 worn from rubbing, fsce down, agalnst

the shellacked surface of the public school

surplus-type furniture in the magazine’s’

guarters In the old social demooratic Rand -

Bchool Building on New York's 3u11-cobb1e-'- this Governmeni{'s support.

" stoned 15th Street, . agreed, Fishel arranged for Michlgan State.

. The New Leader's cut file is a strange piaco"

" to begin the story of the "Vietnam Lobby,"
. 'but then it Is a strange story.
 history of a small and enthusinstic group of
pcoplr._lncludmg A cardinal, oh ex-Austrian
.. Bocialist leader, and n COIA agent—who ma-
i} neuvered the Eisenhower agministration and
" the Americoh press Into supporting the ruth-

It 15 the

less, unpopular and hopeless regime of &
despot and belleved it actually was all an,
exercise in democraey. That this group was
able to nccomplish this against the better
thoupghts of Eisenhower and over the tradl-
tional wariness of the .press 1s testimony to

" . its power and.its persuasivencss.” Another .
- chapter of the hlstory. of the "Vietnam Lob-

by 15 how its thesls came to be anccepted

.by n broad consensus of libernls and ¥htel-
“lectuals in America—a consensus that only,

recently has begun to splinter and 18 still

. largely intact,

The thesis ls based on AR (;verrldlng be-

lite—and in the nefarfous nature of com-'
munism. It is the bellef that the only ren-
son A untion might vote communistic 18 bo-
eause It hasn't been properly exposed to the
democratic way of lfe: If & people know
And

ate undemocratlo nieany to schieve the ulbl-

© went ‘Into exile.

Hef in soclal reform, this theoty was naturally
applicable to the case of Diem, a firm anti-
Communist. The New Leader in 1650 hailed
Dlem's “Democratlic One Man Rule.” To the
sehool of liberalism wherg anticommunism
is the sine fus non, the idea of a “Demo-
cratic one man rule” ia not an anomoly. - -
The story of the “Vietnam Lobby" s a case
study in American politles from the mid-
1950°'s to the early 1960, and the role of
the New Leader in that period ia worth sin-
gling out for speelnl sttention because the
. magezine played a smaller bub glmlilar role in
- gpreading the thesis of the Natlon'’s most

The disillusioned idealists and exradioals
that ©. Wright Mills once dubbed “The NATO
intellectunls” were prominent in both lob-
bles. Like the New Leader, they were will=
ing to believe the hest about anything -or
anybody anti-Communist. ) .
The history of the “Vietnam Lobby” dates
from & meeting 1h a Tokyo ten room in 1850.
There Wesley Flshel, a young Michigan State
University political scientist, had & serlous
conversation with Ngo Dinh Diem.- Diem
was in the 17th year of n self-lmposed exlle,
A sort of Catholic mandarin, he was by fam-
fly background, personal inclination, and
training & member of Vietnam's feudal or-
istocracy. The mandarin sense of survival
“enlled for cooperation with the French, and
,Diem had risen to the rank of . Governor of
Phot Dlem Province in the French coloniai
elvil service. A militant anti-Communist, in

1033 he helped the French fight the Commu-.

nists who were then Jeading the Vietnamese
anticolonial revolt., But Dlem declded that
France and Vietnam were incompatible, and

. cheracter that he chose voluntary exlle rather
than remain in his country and fght with
. the “magees” (which included the Commil=

nlats} against tho French. Dlem was a firm -

believer in the ways of God dictating the acts

of men. Ile would walt for some Hegellan

force to swoep him back onto the center-
stage of his country's history. Providence,
in 1950, took the form of Wesley Fishel.

The young professor was impressed by-

. Dlem’s long walt to rule his country and his

views on Independent natlonallsm,. antl- "

" commpunism, end soctal reform, Fishel urged
Diem to come to the United States to seek

to sponsor the trip. On the Michigan Btate
eampus, Diem found kinship and support
among both faculty and adminlstration—a
relntionship which later developed into the
university’s extensive ald project to Dlem's
government, where & team of some 20 profes-

sors did everything from drafting his budg- -

ets to training his secret police. , Cnitslde the
academic world, Dlem found suppori In the
hierarchy of the Catholic Church. Diem's
brother, Bishop Can, arranged for the Vietw
namese exile to stay In Maryknoll seminaries

in New Jersey and New Tork. Thls was-
Cardinal Bpellman’s territory, and the Cardi-
nal gnd the Vietnamese Mandarin soon de- .

veloped n close relattonship. And n6é woti-
der, Dism was sn sntl-Communist and he
“was s Catholic, MHis brother was even &
Bishop. Onse eould not approach the Oardi-
(nal with better credentiala. -’ .

In nddltion to the acndemlicinns and the

clerics, Diem found to his suprleo that he,
_ Uef In the beauty of the American way of ~ had a atrong appeal with Amerlcan. libernla

and intellectuals, When Diem was In the
United Btates, from 19050 to 19563, Senator
Joseph McCarthy was on the loose and lb-
erals felt it mandatory. to show thelr antl-
communism. The liberal-intellectual world
was.stil] quaking from the shooks of the loss

of China, the Xorean war, and the con-.

viction of Alger Hiss, To suggest dealing
sts—any OCommunists—o

faImous pressurs group—the China lobby: -

Tt s ilustrative of . his-

When Dlem .

O
i~

Yot Communist forces in Asla hid monopo-
lzed the undeniably popular twin battle

criea: matlonallsm and soclal reform, The

Uberals searched for a “third way." They

thought they found it 1n the anti-Commu--
ninst Diem as the leader of & *free’ Vietnam,

To think thot the Vietnamese people would -
suddenly give to an absentes aristocrat the

credit and gratitude for the frults of the 20~ '
-year antl-colonial war the Communists had
been leading against the French was, 10 8ay

the least, nalvely optimistle, It elso ignored -
vVietnamese history. It proved disnstrous.

The same tragle results were to oceur & dec-
ade later when, agaln lgnoring recent his«

tory, the Kennedy-Johnson administrations ’
foliowed the same fruitless military path of

the French before.them. ' .

One of the first ilberals to openly champion
Diem was Inveterate traveler, Bupreme Courk
Justice Willlam O Douglas. Justice Douglas
had just returned, discouraged, from a visit
- to Vietram. An influx of American milltary

ald hndn't helped the French in thelr losing
wat against Ho.Chl Minh's Vietminh forces.
The Vietminh ciearly had the support of the
people; but the YVietminh were Communlist=
led, and thus clenrly unacceptable ag leaders
of Vietnam. Thon Douglas met Dlem in
“woashington, and became enthusisstic. The
Justice srranged & breakinst with Senators’
Mixz Mansrienp and John F. Kennedy and
. introduced them to Diem. Both men were v
taken with him. And durlng the next few
years, before Dlen Blen Phu, both MANSFIELD
and Kennedy were extremely critioal of the
French presence in Vietnam and of the
Elsenhower administration's support of then. ‘
They ealled for an “independent nationnllat "
alternative,”” n phrase which later-waa to b~
gome & cliché, Kennedy, in a major speech
jmmediately before the Geneva Conference In |
. April of 1954, warned against any negotiated
“golution that would allow porticipation In
the Vietnamese Government-by Ho Ohl Minh,
The Communists, he sald, would then evens
Aualiy take over because they were so pepu- '
“1ar. Instead, he called for an Independent—
e, a Democratic and antl-Communist—
Vietnam, supported by the Unlted Btates.
This Vietnam Diem was to lend.

The Geneva Confcrence, of course, called
for no such thing, - It afirmed the Independ-
ence of the colonial government of Vietnam
and cilled for an end to hostillties. A sort
of Interim: trustee arrangement wna agreed
rupon whereby the French would preside in
the south and the Vietminh in the north for
2 years, ending in national eloctions in 1956
when the Vietnamese people would choose
thelr own government. Those eledtions wera
never held because the “Vietnam Lobby™ did
npt want them. Clearly, Ho Chi Minh would
have won a popular vo nd that would
have heen the end of the “independent na-
tionalistic alternative.” . . . .

Thus men. as diverse in thelr background
as Spellman, Douglas, and Kennedy—not o
mention John Foster Dulles—came to sup*
port an -aggressive policy agninst a popular
ndversary in the name of freedom and to be-
lieveinit, L

The telephone operator In the chancery .
was used to such things, but even she
blinked a little when Cardlnal Bpellman
picited up the telephone and said: “Get me
Jos Kennedy.” When these two powerful

- men got on .the line together, one winter
afterncon In 1055, they settled quickly, ans
men-of declsion do, the steps thnt had to
be taken to swing the wavering Elsecnhower
administration solldly behind the young
regime of Premler Ngo Dinh Diem. The
report of thils extroordinory conversation
-pomes from Joseph Buttinger, an official of
the - International Rescue Conunltiee, who
was sitting o Spellman’s office. Buttinger
had just returned from Salgon, . and he-
brought, bed news, . Diem's. hdministration
“was in.trouble. Buttinger thought Diem
lv_ruthconlrhepeotvtmmbutnudmto

- ' Con‘l;‘:mueg-
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" cousolidate his power. There was opposition
from the Vietnamese, from the French and
from some key Americansg, Hem could not

- gurvive without incressed U8, gupport, yet
the present U8, commitinent appeared Iu
danger of waning. Eisenhower's special Ant=-

‘ bageador to Vietnam, Gen. Lawton Ccollins,

. was opoenly skeptical of Diem’s nbility to

. establish o viehle regime. The journalist Jo-

geph -Alsop felt Diem's base of support wos |

100 narrow to eifectively rival the popular
Viet Minh. .Eisenhower himself wns not par-
" tieularly sympathetio to Diem. The General
recognized Ho Oht Minh's popularity, and
was opposed to the effort to instail an alter-
native as both undemoctatic and of dublous
puccess, ns ho later remarked In his baok
"Mandate for Change.” .
. Pui the Elscnhower ndministration, hot
noted for ita rigldity of purpose, was yulner=
abla to the politlenl pressures marshalled by
Oardinal Bpollman and tho. elder Kennedy.
. Kennedy arvanged for Buttinger to meet
“with Senator MANSFIELD and some key State
: Department persotnel in Whashington., Il
” son, Senator John F. Konnedy, wna in. Call-
« fornia, but Bubttinger had & long conversi-
tlon with the Senator's rasistant, Ted Soren-
gon, Bpellman took care of the press. He
set’ up  meetings for Buitinger with editors
of the Now York Times, the editorial board
of the Horald Tribune, and key cditors of
both Thme and Life. Two doys later the
~Times printed an editorial containing’ the

" Buttloger thesis, Buttinger himsell took .

i pen In hand and wrote an article for the
“ Reporter praising Diem 88 -democracy's
- plternative insouthenst Asig. -

. "Vietnam lobby” 1t 1y necessary to go back
! to Dlem's scendance to the premlership in
July 1954, The.new Premicr from his fixst

i
t
« day in office began to crush all opposition and .
4 eoncentrate power within & smaall, nepotistic

" group. Dlem’s tergets included the private
{armies of the religlous sects, antl-Commu-

¥ nist Vietnamess leaders who made the s~

i tako of algo helng anti-Diem, and the identi-
! fable Victminh partisens . remaining in
} Houti, Vietnam, Tids dld not make for pop-
' alar necladm but Diem wasn't looking lor

populerity, e knew that his base of sup-
- port was minuacule, that he would have

trouble with the majority of the: population
“‘who has been supporting the Vietminh in
" the long war against the Freneh, - S0 force

was the only way he could effectively ready -

. hls people for the “democratic alternative.”
| His authoritarian tactics were not widely re-
\ported in the American press ungii 8 years
" Jater, when be fell from favor, . -
¥ Diem’s stongman ruls in South Vietnam
i'gave the United Statcs two polioy cholees,
% block the scheduled 1956 national electlona,
* prevent unification of the counfry, hang on
‘‘and trust for the best. 1
“the nmew French policy of fexibliity in a
hopelesa situntion, allow the elections. learn
" to llve with an unguestionably greater Com-
~ munlst influence In Vietnam, snd accept
. the neeessary paratlel of o lessening of Wedt-
© ern power there. :

There were arguments for both positions
within =~ the Tisenhower administration.
. Helpful in pushing the Unlted States Into
@ “hard llne” of support for the authoritarian
- Diem was an unusual artay of visitors to
" Halgon in the early days of tlie new Premier's
., rule,

Crrdinal Speliman, who told an Amertean

. Legion Convention that the Geneve dgreo- .

monts meant “taps’ for freedom in southeast
Aslg, flew to -Vietnam to hand-deliver the
first check of Catholle Rellef Agency ald.
Wesley Fishel, -the Michigan Btate Univer-
sity proiessor, took up residence in the Presi-
« dentinl Palace end became one of Diem's
chief sdvisers. - Also bedding down in the

.

partment only to be plowed under in the
McOarthy period: Dilem hired Ladejinsky t0

gtudy land reform, which comnvinced many..

Amerlcan Hberals thet Dism was . serions

about soctal reforms. (These reforms proved

1ater to be not only ineficlent hrut laughable.
Diem trled to restore the coloninl property

" balance by returning to nhsentee landlords

land that the bewlldered peasanta thought
they owned—Iand the Communists had given
them durlng the revolutionary period.)

_ Another important visiior to Diem was Leo
Chierne, the President of the International
Rescue Commibtes,. Founded to help refu-
-gees from Germany ih the Hitler period, the
committee turned during the cold war to
plding refugees from Communist counlries,
Cherne.spent two and a half weeks in Viet-
nam and came away convinced that Diem

. had great potential as an phitl-Communist

To fully appreciate Bubtinger’s role in the -

£It could keep the Vietminh' from power, .

leader. He then sent his. aseistant, Joseph
Buttinger, to set up a Victuam operation for
the Commlittee. There Buyttinger met Col.
- (now Gen.) Edward Lansdale, the CIA’s man
in Salgon, hero of Eugeno Durdick's “The
Ugly American” and villaln of CGrahame
Greene's “The Qulet American.” - Lanadale,
B gregarlous former San Franelsco advortla=
ing man who belleves In “selling” the Amer-
icen way abroad, 1s given sole credit in the
recent book on the CIA, "The Invisibie Gov-
ernment,” for the T.S.. support of Diem.
That i& not gulte falr. It ignores the hard
work of Cardinsl Spellman and DButtinger.
Tt wes the unlikely triumvirate of the OIA
man, the cardinal and Buttinger, an ex-
Austrian Sociallst lender, that was respons
sible for forming U.S. polley béhind Diem.

Landedale went through channels.

Diem’s worth. Dulles talked to his brother,

the Secretary of State. nd John Foster

Dulles brought the word to Eiscnhower,
Spollman's influence waa Important In

certifying Diem ns o solid anti-Communist, -

no small thing in the McCarthy era. .
Buttinger made the contacts in the ex-
rodical and the liberal clrcles which were to
eventually supporié the consensus .of the
“Vietnam lobby" for the next § yoers.

Buttinger’s background le hnportant in’

understanding the cagerness with which he
accepied Dlem as the “alternativest. A dis-
{liusloned Socialisd, Buttinger saw 1n the
stocky; G-foot-B Premier ‘the nattonalist ans<

gwer to communism that he had himself.

‘attempted to.provide as an Austrinn Boclalist
jeéader In the 1030's,
one CGustav Richter, the provinclal youth
leader of the Soctal-Democratic Party which

of victoriotis tascism. Buttinger fought back,
but it was an embltiering experience. Kia
one recomplishment, he relates in his mem-

. olrg, "In The Twilighit of Soclalism,"” was to

Or it could follow,

i
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halt the sprend of the Communists. But
Just when Buttinger had recrganized his
party, the Nazls gooseéstepped in, He fled
to Parls and then to New York, and in flight
the certainty of his world of Boclallst politics
‘vanished, and 5o did his ideology. Buttinger
did'not joln: the Soclallst Party in Amerlea,
though in a.pontinuing search for new ldeas
t0 replace his fallen Marxlst certainty he
dabbled In Soclalist politics as an editor of
Disgsent magepzine, ) '

Heo took to Diem with the entHusiasm that
can only be mustered by an ex-radical who,
onec agaln, has something to believe in. He
hnd been in Vietham only 4 days when, at
Landsdrle's request, ho met Diem. Ho was to
meet with him Irequently during the ensuing
8 months. Landsdale took Buttinger under
his wing and Introduced him to the top

securlty people in Diem's government and .

the Vietnameso - Army.- This - convinced

“Butiinger that Diem hed ihe strength to

remain in power if only the United States
“would give him compléte support. '

Al

- k
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‘goal was

He |

convinced CIA Director ‘Allen Dulles of ‘ecutive comumittee.

Buttinger waa then.

e
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hour conversations with Diem. He returned "

a man with a miselon: to settle for nothing-
jess then o total commitment to Dlem by
the Unlted Btates. = . v

With the sld of Lansdale and Cardinal *
gpetlman, he succeeded, pud the “Vietnam

“lghby” was born.

The “Vietnam lobby” was ah unusual alii- -
ance of ex-left Intellectuals, congervative |
generels, and liberal pollticians. Its primary .
to convince the public thet “free |
Vietnam"” wns accomplishing miracles and
could withsiand the Red onslaught If the .
United States would continue its suppors.
One yoar after Duttinger’s return from Viet-
nam, in the fall of 1956, the “lobby” achieved
& measire of formal organization with the -
egtablishment of the American Friends of”’
Vistnam. The Friends, for the next. 8 years, -
were In the forefront of the fight to main-
tain Dicm’s reglmeo as a shoy;cu,se of democ-
ragy. .- %

Like ell such organizations, the American -

‘Firlends of Vietnam had o letterbead with a .

strivig of impressive names running in smealt
print down the side. But the Friends’ s,
was unususl because it was virtually a roll
call of the liberal center: Senators John I,
Kennedy  and Richard Neutberger, Intellec= -
tuals Max Lernet and Arthur Schlesinger,
Jr., Ropresetitatives EMANUEL COFELLER and
Eona Keriv, diplomat Angler Biddle Duke, ,
For balance, there was Soeclallst Norman °
Thomas (who has stnce changed his position
radicnliy) and ulira-conservative J. Bracken |
Lee. -Two famous generals, “Wild Bill” Dono- |
vah and ‘“‘Tron Mike” CO'Danicl, were co-
chalrmen. , 1
The Friends was ruit by its l4-member ex-t
An analysis-of the coma-
mittee reveals g curlous relationship between

- fhe TFriends, the International Reseue Coni-

mitteo, ond & New York fund raiser and pub- -
e relattons man named Harold Oram. The &

-relationship is extraordinary because tho ex-
weeutlve committce of the - International

Rescue Commlttee, the executive committee
of the American Friends. of Vietmam, and
Harold Oroam’s executive personnel were all
pretty much the same people. .
" It was Oram, then public relatlons mai

“for the International Resoune Committee and -

& former promoter of 1630°s leftist causes, ’
who later became associated with antl-Com-. |
munist and Iiberal center groups, whont But- :
tinper firat appronched for help when he
returned from Vietnam In late 1954, Oram
arrenged’ througt. a frlend nt the Catholig
Relief Apency in Washington for Buttinger !

: - to meot with Cardinal Spellman.
had been foreed underground By the waves

Two months befora the organization of the
Amerlcan Friends of Vietnam was annhounced,
Cram's publle relations firm signed & controct
to represent the Vietnamese Government for
$3,000 & month plus expenses, They stayed , -
on the Job until 1061, Oram ‘was a member .
of the executive cominittee of the American |
Friends of Vietnam, So wns Eillot Newcomb,
his partner at the timé the contract was .
signed with the Diem regime. Newcomb left

.the flrm & year later; but remalned on

executive committee and was subsequen
treasurer. The executive secretary, and later !
corporatlon secretary snd asslstant tremse K
urer of the Americon Friends of Vietnany, -
w3, & young man named CGitbert Jonas— .
Oram’s account executive and “"campalgn di-
rector” on the Vietnam nccount. Oram and
Jonas were reglatered as forelgn agents acting
for the Republic of Vietham durlng the same
perlod they hetd key exccutive positions-on
the Friends, a seemingly independent com-
mittee dedicated to the blameless purpose of

working “to extend moré-broadly a mutual

understanding of Vietnamese and American
history, cultural customs, and democtatic in-
stitutions.” -~ . . \
, The Interlocking directorates of the In- '
ternationsl Rescué OUommittee and the
{énds was more to be expected than the

ange conneotion between the Republio of °
Lll-l',"\‘?’-" R PP - - e DT



